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Mets, Yankees Stadium Projects
Hit Home Stretch

www.newyork.construction.com
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The first major NYC stadiums
in nearly 50 years will be
ready for Opening Day 20089.

Standing not a hundred feet from

what will eventually be hom

Field, the future hom
Mets, Kenneth Johnson shakes
and laughs.

He has just been asked if there's :
sense of competition between th
struction teams on the $850 million Citi
Field project in Flushir ueens and the
new $1.9 billion } tadium just a
few miles northw n 1X.

“I thinlk there finitely an FIH‘\QN'E\{:’U
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but there’s also a HuntBovis versus [con-
struction manager on the Yankees site]
Turmer Construction. You want to do it
bigger, you want to do it faster.

“I'll just say the first Subway Series
will be interesting — and not just for the
players.”

Tight Squeeze Both HuntBovis and
Turner were given a tall order by the Mets
and Yankees, respectively: build a state-oft
the-art sports stadium on a tricky, unfor-
giving site that abuts an existing stadium
that is still in use at least six months out
of the year. And, like all stadium projects,
there was a hard deadline — Opening Day
2009 — that absolutely must be hit. Com-
ing in late is simply not an option.
Yankee Stadium, which, like its prede-
cessor, will be called just that, is being
built across the street from the current
facility, and is also bordered by the 4
subway line, and Jerome Avenue, which
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The HuntBovis team planned to have most of the exteriar work completad by the Mets' April @ home opener at Shea Stadium, see
cility. Shea Stadium is scheduled fo be demalished at the end of the 2008 MLB season. Photo by Michael Falco

In-March, crews at the Citl Field site in Flushing began installing the first of the stadium's 45 000 seats

in the upper deck, Phaoto by Michael Falco

is a residential street.

“If you ever see a stadium project
around the country, they have a lot of lay
down area around the site and access on
big roads and things of that nature," Turn-
er's Joe Byme, a project executive for Yan-
kee Stadium, told Engineering News-

m

Record in December. ENR is a sister publi-
cation of New York Construction. “Here,
we have the 4 train on the east, the existing
stadium on the south side, we have a park
on the north side, and Jerome Avenue,
which is residential, on the west side. 1t be-
comes very difficult, There's no lay >>

n to the left of the new fa
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With most of the high work completed in early spring, the focus

s TR

sealing

now is shifting to the lower

plate is surrounded by the orange fencing to the right of the crane. Phato by Michael Falco

down or staging area for any materials.”
Byrne says the Turner team had to re-
ly on marshalling materials at nearby
yards in Hunts Point, Long Island City,
and New Jersey, then have them shunted
into the site to be “staged methodically

ect. “Fortunately they're playing ball most-
ly at night. We used that to our advantage.”

The precast brick exterior fagade was all
cast off-site then lifted into place during
the winter so as to avoid interfering with

baseball operations diiring the season.

“l think there’s definitely an unspoken competition here..

I'll just say the first Subway Series will be interesting

not just for the players.”

so they don't jam up.”

Over in Queens, Citi Field is being built
literally a few feet away from Shea Stadi-
um, the Mets’ home for more than four
decades.

“We're building a stadium where they're
still playing baseball next door,” says Tony
Manion, senior vice president for Bovis
and officer in charge on the Citi Field proj-

- andl

Staging hasn’t been nearly as big a prob-
lem as simply receiving deliveries, which
have to be carefully coordinated with the
Mets' game schedule.

The teams on both projects, as of

March, were putting the finishing touch-
es on the stadiums’ exteriors and plan to
use the 2008 season to complete the seat-

ing bowls on the inside.

bowl, which will start al the ground level, Nole: Home

Blast(s) From The Past Both stadi-
ums, led by stadium design heavy-hitters
HOK Sport, were designed with the city's
storied baseball history in mind. Where
Citi Field was imagined as a modern take
on the former Brooklyn Dodgers home,
Ebbetts Field — complete with its signa-
ture entry rotunda named after Jackie
- Yankee Stadium was de-
pre-1970s

Robinsen
signed as a throwback to the
renovation era of the old stadium.

Although the Yankee Stadium playing
field is being built to exactly resemble the
existing one, the exterior facade, or
frieze, will feature the same granite and
limestone as the original "House that
Ruth Built" and the famed entrance be-
hind home plate already has the words
“Yankee Stadium” fixed in gold inlay
above the three high-arched openings,
evoking images of the days of Gehrig,
DiMaggio, and Mantle.

Citi Field, while the exterior show-
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cases brick that resembles the masonry of
Ebbets Field, also will owe a great deal of
its look to the structural steel that will re-
main exposed throughout the stadium.
And when you're entering the stadium
through the rotunda, visible from the 7
Line, you'll notice the unique cable-rein-
forced truss “bridgework” that supports
the structure.

“When you look up, it's just amazing,”
says Scott Hamburg of Bovis, senior proj-
ect manager for the HuntBovis team.
“That’s just old fashioned bridgework
right there.”

Because of the chronically poor soil
conditions in Flushing, the entire stadi-
um, supported by 2,850, 18-in piles, is
raised a few feet above the 100-year flood
plane, whereas many stadiums being
built today are partial underground
“bowls” where the playing field and lower
seats are below grade.

Both stadiums are continuing the trend
of the last 15 years of ballpark design and
are lowering their seating capacity to cre-
ate a greater sense of intimacy, while in-
creasing the number of luxury suites to
create a greater amount of revenue. Citi
Field will hold 45,000 fans, while Yankee
Stadium will set 51,000. Those numbers
are down from about 57,000 seats at both
existing stadiums, and will result in fin-
ished products that are considerably
“shorter” in height, but that cover more

square footage on the ground.

The Similarities End 1t would seem
that two baseball-only facilities that are
being built just a few miles from each
other would be overflowing with similari-
ties. But for Citi Field and Yankee Stadi-
um, aside from being two New York sta-
diums with an eye toward classic design
that are scheduled to open in 2009, the

two projects have told two completely dif-

ferent stories since well before shovels hit

the ground

First, Yankee Stadium has received the

majority of the attention in the sports-

crazed city. Of course, the Yankees and

their stadium have been fixtures in New

York since

n't arrive until the early

Stadium didn’t exist

the 1920s

Citi Field has proven

site at imes because

its close

proximity

it the

1e Mets did
19605, and Shea
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stadium, which
ior will feature the same type of lime

being built, essentially, on a parking lot
and has ruffled fewer feathers than its
big brother in the Bronx.

Yankee Stadium has been controver-
sial from the day plans to build it were
announced. The issues mainly stem
from the location of the stadium, which
is being built atop public park space,
which the Yankees have promised to re-
build, although plans for the parks have
been slowed as costs to rebuild them
have grown from $135 million to at least
$190 million, while the Citi Field project
team claims to have remained on budget
throughout construction.

Residents on [erome Avenue near Yan-
kee Stadium aren’t happy about the park
space, but they're even less happy about

the disruptions that the constant con-
struction no the 14-acre site has caused. Stagi

Yankes Stadium site, which is surrounded by a subway Ine, a resider

“Construction is noisy and dirty >
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and no one likes to see it,” says Turner's
Byrne. “So what we've tried to do is to miti-
gate it and show we're trying to be good
neighbors.”

To that end, the Turner team had
sound-deadening materials applied to the
20-ft-high sidewalk bridge that surrounds
the site.

“We had a few complaints at the begin-
ning,” Byre adds, “but since then, it's
been pretty quiet.”

“It's Just Fun” Workers on both sites
take pride not only in the fact that they're
working on the future home of the Mets
or Yankees — especially for die-hard fans
on site for both teams — but also >>

The iconic entrance behind home plate features
the words “Yankee Stadium” fixed in gold inlay
above three soaring arches that open into the facility.
Photo by Andrew Wright.

ARE YOU PREPARED TO'
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Mayigant Consulting is a leading international consulting firm providing clear thinking, independent expertise and innovative
solutions to assist you to minimize risk and maximize results on your construction projects, We are prepared to assist you
every step of the way with our comprehensive Project Risk Management (PRM) Services. including project strategic planning,
oversight and controls, project assessment and recovery, and dispute resolution when necessary.

Before you begin your next project, call iipon the experts at Navigant Consulting. Turn to us for direction[s].

www.navigantconsulting.com/censtruction
Contact » Tricia Atalloh, Director 646,227 4416
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because they know they're delivering
what will immediately become another
icon on the world's biggest stage.

“There’s a lot of enthusiasm on this site,”
says Hamburg of Bovis. “There are a lot of
buildings going up in the dty right now,
but this is just unbelievably exciting. We've
got Mets fans on the job, we've got Yankee
fans on the job. But the level of excitement
and the buzz on the site is very tangible,

“It's just fun.”

Mannion says Citi Field has been a
once-in-a-lifetime job for some contrac-
tors on the job.

“A lot of our contractors are Mets fans
who took the job because they wanted to be
a part of this project,” he says. “It's some-
thing they’ll never be able to do again.” <<
With a capacity of about 51,000, the new Yankee

“essor by
Wright

Stadium will be smaller than its pry
about 6,000 seats. Phato by Andre

COASTAL ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION

185 Waverly Avenue, Patchogue, NY 11772 Tel.: (631) 289-3233 Fax.: (631) 289-3257

Coastal Electric was founded in 1989 on the principles of integrity, innovation, and quality. Coastal Electric offers
complete electrical construction planning, budgeting, engincering, project management, value engineering and
installation services for the commercial, industrial and institutional markets in the private and public sectors
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